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President’s Message
I love Soroptimist! I am thrilled to be serving as your president this year. We have a
strong, capable board and I appreciate their enthusiasm and willingness to serve.
All members are at different levels of engagement depending on the amount of time, energy, and resources they
have available. We are all at different stages in our lives and
sometimes we are able to give more than at other times. Our hope
is that all members give what they can. At the same time, we
IN THIS ISSUE…
recognize individual circumstances may affect participation. We
welcome and embrace each member.
This year my theme is Celebrating the Past ~ Creating a Future,
where women and girls thrive and dreams really do come true.
Celebrating the Past – We will be celebrating the 100th anniversary
of Soroptimist throughout the year. We will watch the Soroptimist
International virtual celebration together on October 2-3. We will
also be participating with clubs all over the world in “Lighting the
Way Forward – Soroptimist International 100 Years” where we
will light a candle and make a wish for Soroptimist. Stay tuned for
other anniversary activities and events planned throughout the
year.

ANNUAL RETREAT
COLLEGE BOOK PROGRAM
LIVE YOUR DREAM AWARD
DREAM BELIEVERS –
SOROPTIMISTS IN ACTION
SERVICE PROJECT
100TH ANNIVERSARY
DISTRICT MEETING
REGISTRATION FORM
HOTEL INFO
SIA CELEBRATON
UPCOMING EVENTS
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
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I encourage you to use the 100 Year anniversary as a talking point
to promote Soroptimist. Being in existence for 100 years gives us
credibility. It gives you a reason to start a conversation about why
you are passionate about the organization, what it’s vision and mission is, and why someone should join us.
[ continued on page 2]
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Creating a Future – We will continue our dream programs this year: Live Your Dream: Education and Training
Award for Women®, Dream It, Be It: Career Support for Girls®, Dream Believers: Soroptimists in Action, Breakfast with
Santa, and College Books Program.
I’m looking forward to a very special year. Please come out and join us. We are stronger together.

Carolyn Roberts, President, SI of Salt Lake

Member Retreat Kicks Off 2021-2022
Club Year
By Cheri Richardson

The annual Member Retreat was held on Wednesday, August 25, at
Interior Solutions. President Carolyn welcomed the club members
in a festive setting commemorating Soroptimist International’s 100th
anniversary. After eating great food courtesy of our members, we
learned about the District Meeting (see page 5; mark your calendars
for October 2); the upcoming membership drive (mark your
calendars for October 20), and all the service projects our club is
known for.
We learned about our
ongoing Dream Believers – Soroptimists in Action
mentorship program (see page 4). We reviewed the club
website, sislc.org. We broke into two groups and
brainstormed new ideas for the Single Mom’s Breakfast
with Santa and for Dream It –
Be It. And finally, we closed
with birthday cake to celebrate
100 years of Soroptimist! It was fabulous being together in person.
Soroptimist International of Salt Lake is off to a great start!!!! We look
forward to seeing everyone at our upcoming events and service
projects.
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College Book Program
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By Carma Ingram

I can’t remember when we first started buying books for the Horizonte Young Parents, but it has been many
years and we still have the opportunity to not only serve some of our Horizonte Young Parent graduates, but we
have now extended it other women that are now in the Dream Believers Program. These include women that
have applied for our Live Your Dream Award.
On August 23, 2021, I had the opportunity to meet with two of our Horizonte
Young Parent graduates at Salt Lake Community College to buy them books for
this upcoming semester. I took the opportunity to interview these lovely young
women and talk to them about the impact of Soroptimist in their past and now in
their present.
Aura Gutierrez – Aura graduated from
Horizonte in 2011. At that time, she had one child and was aging out of foster
care. Aura now has two girls, Yaretzie, age 12, and Itzel, age 6. She works for
Horizonte Instruction and Training Center as an administrative secretary.
Aura is very proud that she bought her first home at age 22. Last year she
sold that home and purchased a bigger home that accommodates herself, her
mother, and her two children. Aura gives credit to her experience in our
Soroptimist classes for teaching her the life skills she needed to stay focused,
save money and stay on a path that has led to her success. She remembers the
class that Janis Nash taught on “How Money Works”. Janis gave all the girls
envelopes that were entitled “rent”, “gas”, “food”, “savings”, etc. Aura told
me that she is a very visual learner and this really help her see how to manage
her money. She has attended SLCC on and off, but now is determined to go
back to school and get a degree. It was so fun seeing Aura again after some
years.
Maria Mendez – Maria graduated from Horizonte in 2010. She is a single
mom and has one son who is now age 14 and attending Highland High
School as a Freshman. Maria works at Horizonte as a Testing Coordinator
and a second job at Salt Lake County Youth Services as an Emergency Higher. Maria was born in Mexico and her
family now lives in Costa Mesa, California. She is a DACA recipient. She just submitted her paperwork and is
awaiting approval again, which is part of the DACA process. The Soroptimist of Salt Lake program that served
the young parents at Horizonte taught her how to have a career, manage finances, keep growing and find that
next job. Our program taught her how to make a budget and use a credit card. We did a goal setting activity that
really has helped her to be goal oriented. She feels that we taught her real-life skills. She recently applied for and
received one of the Additional Education Grants that we offered to the Dream Believers. It paid for half of her
tuition and helped her make it financially when she had to pay fees for her DACA application. She is so very
grateful for Soroptimist and all that we have done for her.
Maria Mendez and Aura
Gutierrez

Both of these young women are amazing and it makes me proud of the work we are doing to help women and
girls improve their lives and live their dreams!
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Live Your Dream
Award

cheerleader. You can send her notes of
encouragement, take her to lunch, be a listening ear
and even a shoulder to cry on. Members who are
currently serving have noted that the one-on-one
relationship with a woman who embodies the
women and girls we pledge to serve is rewarding to
them as well.
Interested? Contact Rita Offrett at 801-953-5308 or
roffrett@hotmail.com.

Service Project:
Women’s Resource
Center
SI of Salt Lake is now accepting applications for our
Live Your Dream: Education and Training Award for
Women®. Applicants may apply at soroptimist.org
or through sislc.org. If you know a woman who
meets the qualifications, please encourage her to
apply.
For more information on the Live Your Dream
Award, contact Teresa Just at 801-425-8250 or
mikeandtj@msn.com

Dream Believers –
Soroptimists in
Action
Do you have time to mentor one of the many
women and girls we
have helped through
Live Your Dream,
Dream It – Be It, and the
College Book Program?
Several of our members
are already serving as
mentors – and we need
at least three more.
What does it mean to be a mentor? You’ll get to
know your assigned woman. You are her

Interested in hands-on service? Salt Lake
Soroptimists are partnering with the Women’s
Resource Center for two service projects:
1.

Sort and hang clothing donations. The
Center receives donations of gently-used
clothing on a regular basis. We plan to go to
the center monthly to sort and hang the
clothing, making it easier for clients to select
clothing. Our next
date is Wednesday,
September 8, from
5:30 to 7:30 PM.
Meet at the Center,
located at 131 East
700 South in Salt
Lake City.
2. Sew laundry bags.
Delta Airlines has donated blankets from
which we can make laundry bags for the
women housed at the Center. If you’d like to
sew bags, contact Pat Murdoch at 801-5977889 or patmurdoch@comcast.net
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Soroptimist International’s

Virtual 100th Anniversary Event
In conjunction with

Rocky Mountain Region District I & II Meeting
October 2-3, 2021
Virtual 100th Anniversary Event
This is a two-day virtual event presented to Soroptimists all over the world in
celebration of 100 years. Each day includes a different three-hour general session and
a one-hour breakout session. You can join us at the Crystal Inn to watch on the big
screen or you may enjoy it in the comfort of your own home. The in-person screening
includes a big birthday bash with food, prizes, favors, decorations and of course
BIRTHDAY CAKE. Registration required SI 100th - Register here or at
https://100.soroptimistinternational.org/si100
District Meeting
Our annual fall district meeting will be held Saturday and Sunday in conjunction with
the virtual anniversary event. Registration required District Meeting - Register here or at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/166345571081
Saturday, October 2
8:30 am
General Session
10:00 am
SI Virtual 100th Anniversary Celebration
2:00-5:00 pm
General Session
5:00-8:00 pm
Dinner – Night on the town
Sunday, October 2
8:00 am
Leadership Training
9:00 am
General Session
10:00 am
SI Virtual 100th Anniversary Celebration
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JOIN THE GLOBAL
CELEBRATION
This October Soroptimist International is
celebrating its 100th birthday! That’s a century
of Soroptimists transforming the lives of women
and girls around the world - and that is
definitely something worth celebrating!
Our year of festivities that have been observed
in each Federation will culminate with all
members coming together for Soroptimist’s
100th birthday party on October 1 - 3, 2021
(based on time zone). Although we wish we
could meet in person, pandemic realities do not
allow us to do so. But we don’t want to miss the
opportunity for members to come together, so
we’ll gather virtually to honour our 100 years as
a global voice for women, while also creating
unforgettable, exciting new memories as we
begin the journey forward into our brilliant
future.
This is your chance to connect with Soroptimists from around the world, be
inspired by our keynote speaker, and gain new insights from discussions among
members in breakout sessions.

Celebrate with SIA
Join us for a two-day virtual event to celebrate our bright past and brilliant
future!
Witness the opening of SIA’s historic time capsule; experience a virtual exhibit of our early years; raise a glass to a
special anniversary toast and happy hour; hear about our plans to Dream Big for the future; plus share in other social
interactions and fun activities with Soroptimists from around the world!
Day 1: September 25, 7:00 p.m., EDT
Day 2: September 26, 7:00 p.m., EDT
REGISTRATION FEES
Regular $50: July 2, 5:00 p.m. EDT - September 17, 4:59 p.m. EDT
Late $75: September 17, 5:00 p.m. EDT - Event
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Sep 1
Sep 8
Sep 14
Sep 15-Oct 2
Sep 16
Sep 17-25
Sep 25-26
Oct 2-3
Oct 2-3
Oct 3
Oct 3
Oct 6
Oct 20

Upcoming Events
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Board Meeting 5:30 pm
Service project: Women’s Resource Center
SI (International) Regular Registration Deadline $50 for 100th Anniversary
SI (International) Late Registration Deadline $75 for 100th Anniversary
SIA (Federation) Regular Registration Deadline $50 for 100th Anniversary
SIA (Federation) Late Registration $75 for 100th Anniversary
SIA (Federation) 100th Anniversary Virtual Event for 100th Anniversary
Soroptimist International 100th Anniversary Virtual Event
District I & II Meeting (In conjunction with 100th Anniversary event)
FOUNDER’S DAY!
Deadline for October Newsletter articles (send to crichar0429@gmail.com)
Board Meeting 5:30 pm
Membership Drive Meeting

IMPORTANT: There are two entirely different 2-day virtual events. One for Soroptimist International and one
for SIA. We will be watching the international event highlighted in red at the District Meeting on October 2-3.
Please register for the correct event. Questions? Contact President Carolyn at 801-205-5565.

Happy Birthday
JEWEL NAFFZIGER – SEPTEMBER 11

And Happy Belated Birthday to
ANGELA YARBOROUGH – JULY 9
JENNIFER LANZETTI – JULY 14
SHANNON KELLY – JULY 18
JULIA VERNON – JULY 20
PAMELA BENNION – JULY 23
MARGY RUSSOTTO – JULY 25
GAY HOUCHENS – AUGUST 8
KAREN MECHAM – AUGUST 12
JANIS NASH – AUGUST 14

